PRE-ALGEBRA
Mr. Mordarski

Welcome to seventh grade Mathematics!!!  The course textbook is Glencoe Mathematics Course 3.  There is an online textbook, the website and access code for this are located on my webpage on the Plymouth schools website, www.plymouth.k12.ct.us   The main focus of this class is to prepare students to move into an 
Algebra 1 class next year.  Some of the topics we will be learning about this year are:

· Expressions, variables and integers
· Solving 1 and 2 equations and inequalities
· Rational numbers, fractions, decimals, exponents
· Probability and data analysis

· Ratios, proportions and percents
· Linear functions
· Measurement, area and volume

· Angle relationships and transformations

*A focus will be on relating ALL topics to real world situations and practical applications.

*Practice and review for the Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) will also be taking place throughout the school year.

Basic classroom and course guidelines:

- Use a PENCIL for all Math work.
- Maintain a notebook for Math and keep your homework papers.
- Homework will be given on most nights.  Homework is an extension of the classroom.
  Homework helps a student become better equipped for the next task.
- Students are expected to SHOW ALL WORK.
- Follow the posted classroom rules or those rules that are necessary for the task at hand.
- Calculators are available in class, but usage will be at the teacher’s discretion.
   Remember that the calculator is used as a crutch and not life support.
 -Students are allowed to use the posters in class as a guide in solving a problem. 
   Students can get up and find the information that they need and return to their seats to  

   continue working.  This includes tests and quizzes.
 -I am available for extra help Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday after school in room 
  210. Just give me a heads-up that you will be coming in.
GRADING POLICY:

Tests/Projects:                    40%

Quizzes:                              25%

Metrics/Fractions/POW:     15%

Homework:                         10%

PEAP:                                 10%    Participation, Effort, Attitude, Preparedness
Homework is graded as a 0 or 100.  If the work is done and turned in on time, it will score a 100.  If the homework is not turned in or is not COMPLETELY done it will receive a score of 0.  Absence work can be completed in a timely manner and receive full credit.  Work that is turned in late will receive a score of 50.  Late work MUST be turned in within 10 days of the original due date, late work will NOT be accepted after this time frame.
Students are allowed to do test corrections on CHAPTER TEST ONLY.  Once the test is returned part of the homework for that night is to go back and redo the examples that were done incorrectly the first time.  Students will receive 1 point for each example that they redo CORRECTLY.

Every Monday students will be taking a short quiz on the Metric System.  This is known as Metric Monday Madness.
Every Friday, students will be taking a short quiz on fractions.  This is known as Frenzied Fraction Friday.
Every Monday, students will receive a Problem of the Week worksheet, (POW).  There are two examples for each day.  This sheet is due the Friday of that week.   Student may turn this sheet in early if they choose.
Every week when students are in the block period, they will be working on CMT practice.  5 stations are set up in the room and students have approximately 8-10 minutes at each station to complete the problems.  When students have completed the rotation, we will correct the problems and give the students instant feedback.  This also gives them the opportunity to ask questions about the problems.
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